BRINDLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16 March 2026, on the rise of the Annual Parish Meeting, at Brindle Community Hall, Water Street, Brindle, PR6 8NH

Present:	Councillor Darren Cranshaw, Chair
		Councillor John Baldwin
Councillor Jane Greenway
Councillor Barbara Robinson
		Councillor Cath Singleton
		Councillor John Swann	
In attendance: Dianne Scambler (Clerk)

142.	Apologies and announcements
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Louise Croasdale (Vice Chair), Pauline McGovern, and Bill Nelson. Quoracy was confirmed.

143.	Disclosure of personal or prejudicial interests
Councillor Darren Cranshaw declared a personal interest in Items 7 and 8.

144.	Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 23 February 2026 were agreed as a true and correct record for signing by the Chair.

The Chair also advised that all the actions agreed at the last meeting had been undertaken by the Clerk.

145. Adjournment: Public Participation Session

No members of the public were present.

Members discussed the emerging issue of dog fouling, which has been increasing throughout the village and is particularly prevalent to the rear of the Community Hall. It was noted that some dog owners appear to be driving to the site and using the land as a toilet. The Council instructed the Clerk to report the matter to Chorley Council and request the installation of appropriate signage and, if possible, increased patrols in the area.

The Clerk reported that a member of the public had raised concerns regarding a crew carrying out pothole repairs in the village. The resident had noted that the team appeared to be from the West Midlands, which seemed a considerable distance to travel, and questioned whether this represented good value for money, asking the Council to investigate. The Clerk explained that highway repairs, including pothole maintenance across Lancashire, form part of a large county-wide contract for which companies from across the country may tender. It is therefore not unusual for repair crews to be deployed from various regions.
146. Closure of Brindle St Joseph’s Catholic Church and Parish Hall
Ampleforth had still not confirmed whether they intended to divide their assets and thereby transfer ownership of the Hall to the community. Understandably, the group were becoming increasingly frustrated, as they cannot progress with their application for charitable status until this decision is made.
147. Police Liaison
No further updates had been received. 

148. Brindle Community Hall
The Chair confirmed that he would raise the issue of increased dog fouling on the land with the Management Committee. Members also discussed whether the field to the rear of the Hall should be gated.

149. Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) Report
None.

150. Chorley Borough Council/Lancashire County Council Update
None

151. Planning Reports
The meeting discussed recent planning applications with no observations made.

152. Parish Finance

(a) Accounts payable and income received.
The Council approved the following payments:

	Name/Organisation:
	Details:
	Amount:

	D Scambler
	Clerks’ salary – February 2026
	£520.00

	
	Mileage – February 2026
	£9.00

	
	Postage (stamps)
	£15.30

	HMRC
	Tax & NI contributions – February 2026
	£164.95

	Brindle Hall Committee
	Hire of Hall (February)
	£20.00




The Council noted the bank balance as of 28 February 2026 as £21,919.42

(b) The Council noted that a reduced monthly amount of £64.68, will be taken by direct debit on behalf of Easy Websites each month.

153. Environmental Issues and Concerns

(a) The Clerk had escalated the issue of repeated flooding on Pippin Street with the MP for Chorley, Sir Lindsay Hoyle at his recent surgery. 

(b) The Clerk continued to report dangerous stiles and footpaths to Lancashire County Council’s Public Rights of Way (PROW) team, as they were bought to her attention by residents.

154. Parish Council Projects
The Chair brought along a copy of a walking guide that had been produced several years ago to encourage people to walk the Withnell Fold circular, and asked whether something similar could be created now. The Clerk was due to meet with officers at Chorley Council to discuss progress on the neighbourhood projects and would report back in due course.

155. Date of next meeting
Monday 13 April 2026, at Brindle Community Hall commencing at 7.30pm.

It was agreed that, for the 2026/27 municipal year, the Council would move to a six‑weekly meeting cycle. One meeting would be held at Trinity Methodist Church and one at Brindle St Joseph’s Community Hall.							

The meeting ended at 8.30pm
